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THE WAY YOU LIKE /T

Keeping Students Interested

Here are some ideas for keeping DE students interested and engaged!
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Communicate what is exciting about the subject to your class.

Connect content to students’ sense of self, and help them
discover what learning in your course will be of value to them.

Clearly state and follow course goals and objectives.
Indicate how activities and assessments relate to course goals.

Make topics matters of discovery; intrigue students by posing
questions or mysteries that are to be solved.

Good use of graphics and illustrations can make content more
captivating, and the student's experience more pleasurable.

Allow students to customize activities and projects to suit their
interests while maintaining outcome standards.

Seek to accommodate different learning styles by varying
teaching methods: let them see, hear, and do.

Many students thrive in an interactive community. Provide
opportunities for students to collaborate with each other.

Bolster self-confidence through encouragement and praise.

Provide prompt, clear, constructive feedback that shows your
interest in the students’ progress.
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WebCT Tip of the Day: Virtual Office Hours

Add some flexibility to your course by offering virtual office hours
using WebCT’s Chat tool. Instead of being chained to your office
you can converse with students from anywhere you have Internet
connection.

If your WebCT site doesn’t have Chat, add it to your course via
the Control Panel > Add Page or Tool > Chat.

Once inside the Chat tool setup a Virtual Office “room” by
clicking Modify Room Names in the Actions menu.

Within a chat room you

can send a message to
everyone by typing in the
message box and hitting
Enter on your keyboard.
Send a private message
by highlighting students’
names in the class list.
Be sure to turn the Entry

Chime on. This will
allow you to work on other things as you wait for students to
arrive.

For more information on Chat call Jared (x8929) or Nate (x8928).



This Month’s Workshops and Trainings
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Title Date | Time Place TEQCHIQPC(E:EER
WebCT Intro 9/7 12-2pm CS615b UTAH VALLEY STATE COLLEGE
WebCT Intro 9/8 3-5pm CS615b This newsletter was published for Distance Education by the Technology Enhanced
WebCT Communication Tools 9/13 3-4pm CS615b -r[:\?vcsrllé?tger greﬂgevl;’ a;u lé;f:]hco\;?rlilsgt;tate College. For more information on this
WebCT Grades — 913 4-5pm €S615b Technology Enhan)t/:ed Teaching Center, c/o Jared Stein,
WebCT Communication Tools 9/14 12-1pm CS615b Mail Stop 149, Utah Valley State College
WebCT Grades 9/14 1-2pm CS615b 800 West University Parkway
WebCT Easier with PowerTools 9/18 3-4pm CS615b Orem, Utah 84058-5999
WebCT Easier with PowerTools 9/19 12-1pm CS615b
WebCT: Assignment Tools 9/27 3-4pm CS615b Mail To:
WebCT: Building & Organizing 9/27 4-5pm CS615b
WebCT Communication Tools 9/28 6-7pm CS615b
WebCT Grades 9/28 7-8pm CS615b
Watch the UVSC Communicator for more workshops during October
and November, including PowerPoint, Excel, Photoshop, Acrobat
PDFs, scanning, and basic web page creation with Dreamweaver!
Did You Knmow?

Research suggests that learners’ memory is best
activated by information that is tied to a personal or
emotional reaction.

Mone o this Tofu’c. ..

Knowlton, Dave. (2000). 101 A Theoretical Framework for the Online Classroom. New Directions in Teaching and Learning, Winter, 84, 5-14.
Landau, Valerie. (2004). Developing an Effective Online Course. Round World Media.

Stevick, Earl. (). Memory, Meaning, Method.
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